
The COASTGAP Joint Action Plan
DEVELOPING CONDITIONS FOR THE BLUE GROWTH IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

Workshop
Il Sistema  marino costiero - Networking territoriale della conoscenza  

un ’opportunità per la Regione Emilia-Romagna
Round Table discussion

08 June 2015 – CNR, Bologna 

Directorate General of Environment, Soil and Coast Protection
Roberto Montanari



Roberto Montanari - JAP links with ICM & MSP - Key relevant priorities – 08 June  2015, CNR Bologna

Signature in Brussels, 21 March 2013,
within the MAREMED Project final event,  by the European Parliament

Preparation of the 
Joint Action Plan 
for the 
Macro-Project 
outlined in the 
Charter

...participated 
process

Adhesions in the period
2013-2014

Adhesions

Bologna, Feb ‘14

Montpellier, Jun ‘14

Rome, Nov ‘14

Bologna Charter 
Coordination Board

A Policy Paper and 
a participated process
...capitalising more than 10 years 
of regional cooperation

Brussels
May 2014
meeting
EU DGs

Barcelona
Sept 2014
meeting

UfM

Brussels March  2015
meeting  EU DGs
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Major Coastal projects 

Monitoring infrastructures and Management Plans 

Network, Studies, Integrated Planning
Research & Innovation • Increase cross-border cooperation between EU countries, 

through the strengthening of the role and cooperation between 
coastal Regions and Administrations

• Increase coordination between Administrations in each 
Country, vertical and horizontal integration

• Protect the environment through early identification of 
impacts and opportunities for multiple use of space

• Encourage investment in research and innovation and new 
jobs creation in the field of coastal protection, coast -marine 
monitoring and adaptation to climate change

• Encourage investment in interventions
for coast-marine environment protection,
creating  conditions for the safety and the 
sustainable development in the Med space

a JOINT ACTION PLAN on Med coasts adaptation to climate change 
Developing conditions for the Blue Growth in the Mediterranean



What’s going on… in developing JAP projects lines

BLUEMED initiative (Blue Growth) “Improve 

observing systems and operational oceanography 
capacities in the Mediterranean”

Coastal Mapping:  a project proposal for the DG 

MARE call on Coastal Mapping 

Major Coastal Projects (15) most of them 
included in national programs and/or  
candidate for EU co-funding (eg. LIFE) and 
for UfM support, national structural funds
on priority 5 “adaptation to climate change”  

ENPI

GEF project

MoU for the constitution of a 
Mediterranean Network of coastal 
Observatories already signed in Rome on 

12/11/2014 between 7 coastal Administrations

«Bridging the Legal-Institutional Gap
in the Med Coastline Management»

“Integration of climate variability and 
change into National strategies for 
the implementation of the ICZM 
Protocol in the Mediterranean”

ClimVar
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ΥΠΟΥΡΓΕΙΟ ΠΕΡΙΒΑΛΛΟΝΤΟΣ    
ΕΝΕΡΓΕΙΑΣ & ΚΛΙΜΑΤΙΚΗΣ ΑΛΛΑΓΗΣ   
 

MINISTRY OF ENVIROMENT,   Athens, 20-10-2015 
ENERGY & CLIMATE CHANGE   Prot. No.: 189 
 
Substitute Minister        TO:   REGION OF EAST  
        MACEDONIA AND  

THRACE 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Pavlidis, 
 

Following your communication with Prot. No. 357 / 01.19.2015, I would like to 
congratulate you for your participation in the "Bologna Charter 2012" (hereinafter 
‘The Charter’) which promotes Joint Action Plans aimed at the protection and 
sustainable development of the Mediterranean coast. 

  As stated in the ‘The Charter’, the coastal zone of the Mediterranean is among 
the highly threatened areas by the impacts of climate change, such as flooding and 
erosion hazards. Given the environmental value and importance of the infrastructure 
in the coastal areas, the promotion of the above mentioned principles of ‘The Charter’ 
is essential mainly due to the creation of a network of coastal observatories, which 
monitor and record the erosion and coastal flooding in the Mediterranean as well as 
the sustainable use of strategic resources (coastal soils, sediments, etc.) as part of the 
Integrated Management of coastal zone and marine spatial planning and the design 
and construction of building projects in accordance with these principles. The 
implementation of these values promotes the prosperity and safety of coastal 
settlements and Mediterranean populations, which is our common cultural heritage. 

Your participation in the project «Coastal Governance and Adaptation Policies 
in Mediterranean / Coastal Management and Adjustment Policies/ ‘COASTGAP’» and 
the relevant promotion, through this project, of ‘The Charter’ and the “Macro-
program" -as referred in its 2nd point- is an important initiative for the protection, 
management, sustainable development and climate change adaptation in coastal zones 
of the Mediterranean. 

For these reasons, I would like to congratulate you on this important and 
beneficial for our country initiative -which does not entail any financial commitment 
to the Ministry of the Environment, Energy and Climate Change- and to state my 
support to it. 

The Substitute Minister 
 
 

NIKOLAOS TAGARAS 
  

Giunta Regionale - Agenzia di Informazione e Comunicazione

Prot. N. 200/2015 

Data 17/03/2015

All'attenzione dei

- Capi redattori

Difesa della costa - Dal ministero dell'Ambiente apprezzamento

per il progetto interregionale "Coastgap". L'assessore Gazzolo:

"Molto positivo il sostegno del sottosegretario Velo. È un piano

utile al lavoro in rete tra Regioni e Ministero per contrastare

insieme il fenomeno dell'erosione costiera"
Bologna - Il sostegno da parte del ministero dell’Ambiente al progetto “Coastgap”, che vede

impegnate le Regioni Emilia-Romagna, Lazio, Liguria e Toscana per il contrasto al fenomeno

dell’erosione costiera, è molto positivo. Lo sottolinea l’assessore regionale alla Difesa del

suolo Paola Gazzolo, che ha incontrato oggi a Roma, assieme ai rappresentanti delle altre

Regioni, il sottosegretario all’Ambiente Silvia Velo. “L’apprezzamento e il sostegno espressi

dal sottosegretario - afferma Gazzolo - ci convincono del buon lavoro di cooperazione che

abbiamo svolto con le altre Regioni. Il piano d’azione ‘Coastgap’ nasce dalla Carta di Bologna

2012, alla quale aderiscono già dieci Regioni costiere italiane e quindici del Mediterraneo”. Il

piano prevede azioni comuni per la difesa e l’adattamento delle coste ai cambiamenti climatici

e mette a sistema studi, conoscenze e interventi. “Si tratta di un piano utile al lavoro in rete tra

Regioni e Ministero - conclude l'assessore - che prevede l’attivazione di fondi comunitari,

nazionali e regionali. Con questo piano, che nelle prossime settimane presenteremo a

Bruxelles, il Governo potrebbe dar vita a un programma unitario di interventi di difesa a livello

nazionale, ottenendo grandi economie di scala”. /EC

Involvement of the National levels… of Italy, France, Greece, Spain, Croatia, Cyprus, Israel 

The Italian Ministry consider the JAP and its 
regional network (10 IT coastal regions) as a 
core asset for the National Board on 
erosion and strategic management of the 
Italian coastline that is going to be started…
..and moreover as a strong contribution for 
the implementation of other important 
actions of the Ministry (eg. CAMP-Italy), of 
EU directives on Flood risk, and MSP, and 
for the implementation of the EUSAIR 
strategy -Pillar 3   
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Start of the National Board on coastal erosion – Outputs expected in 2016

State-of-art and repertory,
National DB, on 
> erosion  
> coastal works
> sediment needs  
> resources available 

National Guidelines 
for the management 
of coastal dynamics 


